FBI files to feed fires 

of speculation 
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WASHINGTON — The 40,001 
ges freed Wednesday from the 
es of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
ation probably will feed the fires 
speculation for a hundred years. 
The firtt^lance at the raw files 
)m the investigation into the 
sassination of President John F. 
nnedy — the first of two huge 
liveries of information to the pub- 
— indicates there is enough for 
zens of new plots based on myste- 
>us travels, obscure links between 
ar^cters, International intrigue 
~ d power-politics. 

Equally as important to many 
marchers 1 b discovering what was 
litted — information still held by 
tier agencies or deleted from FBI 
cuments. And there are dozens of 
imingly "crank” reports — each a 
get for still more checking. 

A major area of first-day interest 
is in J. Edgar Hoover's attitude 
vard the speculation immediately 
lowing the assassination that 
wald did not act alone and there 
ght have been an international 
uspiracy. 

THE FILES confirmed there was 

itimony before the commission 
J. Leon Jaworski, the Houston 
wyer, was among those who said 
had no knowledge of the leak. 
Another section outlines inter- 
cws attempting to discover who 
Jked Ruby's polygraph examina- 
•n. In this case, two defense attor- 
ys pointed to a Dallas assistant 
strict attorney, but Dist. Atty. 
nry Wade said the assistant did 
>t have the full transcript as 
■eased. 

Several documents outlined 
mk reports, some marked with 
pulations such as "nutty, but an 
ellectual nut.” 

B*NA1 B’RITH received an anony- 
us letter warning a Texan known 
ly as "Serge ” was a dangerous 
;htwinger who had once threat- 
en Jimmy Hoffa. Sarge claimed to 
/e a “Q" security clearance. The 
I tried to find him through palm- 
nts on the letter. 

A picture of Lyndon Johnson was 
>nd on a park bench shortly after 
assassination. Across the paper 
s written "next” and "kill." The 
>ort became a part of the file. 

A Bell captain named Danny in 
rlda was overheard to say the FBI 


great pressure from President Lyn- 
don Johnson for a report dispelling 
allegations Oswald may have been 
involved in a conspiracy. 

An internal FBI memo reported 
Deputy Atty. Gen. Nicholas Katzen- 
bach had called the FBI for a public 
report. 

"He noted that a tremendous 
responsibility had been placed on 
the FBI, in this instance, by Presi- 
dent Johnson, because the report, 
which is to be publicized, is for the 
purpose of assuring the American 
public and the world as to what the 
facts are in President Kennedy's 
assassination . . . H 

Katzenbach noted the “many, 
many rumors” around the world 
and conceded the FBI had the diffi- 
cult job of having to "prove the 
negative.” 

AN FBI OFFICIAL noted on the 
bottom of the Katzenbach memo 
that "while neither the White House 
nor the Department (Justice) 
should be able to contend that our 
report does not meet the required 
purpose, we must be factual and rec- 
ognize that a matter of this magni- 
tude cannot be fully Investigated in 
a week's time.” 

and the State Department knew 
about Oswald and did nothing. 

Neighbors reported the Oswald 
couple "quarreled loudly, and on 
occasion their quarrels occurred in 
the presence of an unknown male 
visitor, who utilized back stairs to 
visit Oswalds." 

Two drunks wrote "Farewell to 
the president" and “We are happy” 
in shoe polish on a car in Annapolis, 
MdL. apparently to irritate the 
owner # 

THE FBI attempted to contact 
ayone who crossed into Mexico after 
the assassination. Many reported 
they had not seen Lee Harvey 
Oswald. One, Harvey M. Campbell 
Sr., a retired employee of the DaUas 
News, said although he had not seen 
Oswald, he knew George Senator, 
Ruby's former roommate. Each lead 
was checked in detail and the FBI 
source at Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone released dozens of telephone 
numbers. 

Another FBI source claimed 
attorney Melvin Belli was compiling 
an "immense film library" on Jack 
Ruby by having him filmed in jail. 
The question was whether to pass 
along the information to the Ameri- 


But handwritten under this, in 
apparent reply, was, “Just how long 
do you estimate it will take? It seems 
to me we have the basic facts now.” 
The note was initialed ”H” — the 
usual signature for Hoover. 

Later, however, Hoover seemed 
suspicious and said President John- 
son agreed with him that there 
might be more to the story. 

Still later in the investigation, 
FBI officials in Washington indi- 
cated they were not impressed by 
some leads being examined by the 
Warren Commission. At one point, a 
headquarters message to the Dallas 
FBI office passed along the directive 
from the Warren Commission to 
continue to pursue a rumored link 
between Oswald and Jack Ruby. 

THE WASHINGTON office noted 
dryly the lead to the commission 
was furnished by a person "who has 
engaged in perverted sexual acts 
and is closely associated with 
Communist-dominated organiza- 
tions." The well-known person is 
named in the file. 

A full volume of information 
traces an unsuccessful attempt to 
determine how Dorthy Kilgallen, 
the late columnist, obtained Ruby's 

can Bar Association, which had 
been sued by Belli. 

The ruling in Washington was 
negative because the releease of 
information to an ABA official 
“would be meat for the news 
media.” 

Although critics are expected to 
continue to point out weaknesses in 
the FBI operation, the newly 
released information shows agents 
in the field attempted to cover a vast 
area of leads in great depth. 

Dozens of detailed conversations 
with car wash attendants, strippers 
and eye-witnesses were contacted. 
Ruby's Chicago connections filled 
hundreds of pages. Oswald's history 
carefully was recorded. 

NEWSPAPER stories also are part 
of the file. 

- Early in the investigation, FBI 
agents learned that Kent Biffle, a 
Dallas News reporter then employed 
by the Fort Worth Press, had writ- 
ten stories about Oswald's stay in 
Russia by interviewing his mother. 

The stories were reviewed at 
length and Biffle was interviewed. 
The reporter claimed he had writ- 
ten everything he knew about 
Oswald 






